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Education Innovator and Entrepreneur Chris Whittle Honored by Education Industry Association 
WASHINGTON, DC, February 24, 2012 – The Education Industry Association (EIA) has honored noted education and media entrepreneur Christopher Whittle, CEO of Avenues: The World School, with its “Friend of the Education Industry” Award.

“If ‘education entrepreneur’ had its own entry in the dictionary, ‘Chris Whittle’ would be in the definition and listed as a synonym,” said Michael R. Sandler, president and CEO of Education Industry Group and author of Social Entrepreneurship in Education: Private Ventures for the Public Good, who presented the award on behalf of EIA during the association’s 12th Education Industry Days conference here.  “Since the 1980s, Chris Whittle has both envisioned and driven education innovations and organizations that have been both lauded and criticized, sometimes controversial, but always effective.  From Channel One to Edison Learning and today, Avenues: The World School, he has left an indelibly positive mark on K-12 education, its schools, its practitioners, and most importantly, its students.”  

"I am honored to receive this award from an organization that stands for the same principles and goals that I have had over the 30 years that education became my chief focus,” said Chris Whittle.  “And I accept this on behalf of all EIA members, whose own work, vision and dedication should give everyone associated with K-12 education real hope for the future.”

The EIA Friend of the Education Industry Award is the Association’s highest and most prestigious honor.  It is presented annually to an individual who, and/or an organization which, fosters and demonstrates vision, entrepreneurship, a dedication to quality, and the spirit of public-private partnership in advancing education reform.  Previous recipients have included Jeanne Allen, Founder and President, Center for Education Reform; Toru Kumon, founder of Kumon Math & Reading Centers; and Margaret Spellings, former U.S. Secretary of Education.

Before founding Avenues, Chris Whittle conceived and founded Edison Schools (now EdisonLearning) in 1992 with Benno Schmidt and currently serves on its board of directors. Edison has been instrumental in establishing the charter school movement and now serves 450,000 students on three continents. He is the author of Crash Course—Imagining a Better Future for Public Schools. He sits on the board of the Center for Education Reform in Washington, D.C., and he has funded more than 180 full scholarships for students at the University of Tennessee, his alma mater.

Whittle began his career in publishing, building a single college magazine into Whittle Communications, one of America’s top 100 media businesses in the 1980s. At age 32, his company bought Esquire magazine, where he served as chairman and publisher for many years. He founded Channel One, a national in-school television news program (first anchored by Anderson Cooper), which reached eight million students daily in 12 thousand schools. Channel One’s programming has received a host of awards, including the Peabody Award, one of television journalism’s highest accolades.

About Avenues: The World School

Avenues will be a 15-grade educational institution, the first of a worldwide system of 20 or more independent schools to open over the next decade in major cities around the globe, such as Shanghai, London, Mumbai, São Paulo, Johannesburg, Abu Dhabi and Sydney.  Connected by a common vision and shared curriculum, Avenues’ worldwide network of campuses will deliver an exceptional education to prepare students for global life. 

Avenues’ first campus will be located in New York City’s Chelsea neighborhood in a 10-story, 215,000-square-foot landmark building on the High Line. The school will open 12 of its planned 15 grades in the 2012-2013 school year, including all grades between nursery and 9th grade. The 10th, 11th and 12th grades will be added over the following three years. Avenues’ first graduating class will be in spring 2016.

Collectively, Avenues (www.avenues.org) will comprise a highly-integrated learning community connected through state-of-the-art resources – including superior technology – and a stellar academic leadership team, including longtime heads of Exeter, Dalton and Hotchkiss.    

About the Education Industry Association
EIA is the leading voice for education entrepreneurs, advocating for the interests of businesses in the PreK – 12 market and serving as the knowledge center which integrates best practices and research that raise student achievement through innovation and improvement strategies. 

Founded in 1990, EIA is the leading trade association for private providers of education services, suppliers, and other private organizations in all sectors of education.  

For more information call EIA Executive Director Steven Pines at 800-252-3280 or visit www.educationindustry.org.
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